NAHRO, CBPP Discuss SEVRA

On May 6, in a presentation to an audience including members of the Association of Washington Housing Authorities, the Washington Low-Income Housing Alliance and the Washington State Coalition for the Homeless, representatives of NAHRO and the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (CBPP) compared the House-passed version of the Section Eight Voucher Reform Act (SEVRA/H.R. 1851) with the version of SEVRA introduced in the Senate (S. 2684). 

Stephen Norman, Executive Director of the King County Housing Authority, began by welcoming the attendees to KCHA’s Greenbridge community center and housing development (www.kcha.org/HOPEVI/index.html), which were developed under the HOPE VI program. Mr. Norman said that SEVRA is a work in progress and none of us are sure of the ramifications on our programs and the people we serve, and one of the reasons the audience was gathered was to gain a better understanding of both versions of the bill and to contrast and discuss them. LaVon Holden, Director of Government Affairs for the Vancouver Housing Authority and Chair of the AWHA Legislative Committee, facilitated the discussion.

Jonathan Zimmerman, Housing Policy Advisor for NAHRO, and Barbara Sard, Director of Housing Policy for CBPP, engaged housing authorities and low-income advocates in a discussion about particular aspects of both versions of SEVRA, including the Housing Assistance Payment renewal formula, net restricted assets, administrative fees, the Section 8 project-based voucher program, redefining Fair Market Rents, household rent burdens, rent simplicity, portability, Moving to Work/Housing Innovation Program, and proposed preferences contained in the bill to distribute 100,000 incremental vouchers.

Materials provided during the session included NAHRO’s matrix—www.nahro.org/members/news/2008/hr1851_anal.pdf—comparing S. 2684 with the H.R. 1851 and NAHRO Executive Director Saul Ramirez’s letter to the Senate regarding S. 2684 (www.nahro.org/members/news/2008/sevra_s2684.pdf).

