Multiple factors send veterans into homelessness

In addition to the economic factors that

affect all homeless people, a large number

of homeless veterans live with lingering

effects of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder

and/or substance abuse compounded by a

lack of family and social support. Here are

some facts about homeless veterans today:

• It is estimated that 1/3 of homeless people

in the United States today are veterans.

• Estimates suggest that about 195,000

veterans are homeless on any given night.

• 45% of homeless veterans suffer from

mental health issues, 70% are drug or

alcohol addicted.

• There are more homeless veterans from

the Vietnam era on our streets today than

the number of soldiers who died in the

Vietnam war.

• In 2006, there were approximately 7,000

homeless veterans in Washington State.
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