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1323 South Yakima

Tacoma WA 98405
July 1, 2008

Dear Councilmember, Policy Maker or Interested Citizen:
We know that each Pierce County jurisdiction is struggling with a growing shortage of safe and affordable housing for its residents.  Many policy makers are trying to determine what influence their jurisdictions can have over such a complex problem.  The Board and members of the Tacoma-Pierce County Affordable Housing Consortium have been considering the same question.  After much discussion and study, the Board has adopted a set of policies it is pleased to recommend to Pierce County and its cities and towns.  We enclose a copy.  We hope you find it helpful.


These recommendations cover the following topics:


▸
General Policy Principles


▸
Downtown Tacoma


▸
Preservation and Replacement of Affordable Housing

▸
Local Revenue Sources and Assistance for the Development of Affordable 
Housing


▸
Incentives and Land Use Regulation to Develop Affordable Housing


▸
Best Design and Management Practices


▸
Advocacy for Affordable Housing

The Consortium is a nonprofit association of about 50 organizations and individuals who develop, build, finance, or manage affordable housing, or who in other ways support its availability.  We enclose a brochure.  You can also consult the Consortium’s web site at www.affordablehousingconsortium.org.  The enclosed recommendations reflect the range of its experience and interest.  They are also based on the recommendations of the Pierce County Housing Affordability Task Force that the Pierce County Council incorporated into the county’s comprehensive plan in October 2007.

Consortium members would be pleased to visit with you or your colleagues to discuss these recommendations.  If you are interested, please let us know.  You can contact Connie Brown at 253.627.0949 or connie@affordablehousingconsortium.org.



Very truly yours,
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	Connie Brown

Executive Director
	Michael Mirra

Board President
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